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AgendaAgendaAgendaAgenda
Board of Commissioners
Special Called Meeting


March 4, 2015


7:00 P.M.


Call to Order 


Acceptance of Agenda


OLD BUSINESS:


1. Consideration of Resolution 2015-03-  A Resolution on Transportation


Funding Plans from the Georgia Legislature.  This item was tabled during


the February 26, 2015 Board of Commissioners meeting.


ADJOURNMENT:


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS


Charles Oddo, Chairman
Pota Coston, Vice Chair


David Barlow
Steve Brown
Randy Ognio


i


STAFF


Steve Rapson, County Manager
Dennis Davenport, County Attorney


Floyd Jones, County Clerk
Tameca P. White, Deputy County Clerk


i


MEETING LOCATION
Public Meeting Room
Administrative Complex
140 Stonewall Avenue
Fayetteville, GA 30214


i


MEETING TIMES
2nd and 4th Thursday each month 7:00 pm


i


COMMISSION OFFICE
Administrative Complex


Suite 100
140 Stonewall Avenue
Fayetteville, GA 30214
Phone: 770.305.5200
Fax: 770.305.5210


i


WEB SITE


www.fayettecountyga.gov


i


E-MAIL


administration@fayettecountyga.gov








COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 


Department: Presenter(s):


Background/History/Details:


Wording for the Agenda:


What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?


If this item requires funding, please describe:


Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?


Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*


Administrator's Approval


Backup Provided with Request?


Approved by Finance


Approved by Purchasing


Reviewed  by Legal


County Clerk's Approval


Staff Notes:


Meeting Date:


*  All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also  


  your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.


Type of Request:


Board of Commissioners Commissioner Steve Brown


Consideration of Resolution 2015-03-  A Resolution on Transportation Funding Plans from the Georgia Legislature.  This item was tabled 


during the February 26, 2015 Board of Commissioners meeting.


On February 19, 2015, Commissioner Brown submitted Resolution 2015-03- A Resolution on Transportation Funding Plans from the 


Georgia Legislature for consideration by the Fayette County Board of Commissioners.  The Resolution was tabled by the Board of 


Commissioners during the February 26, 2015 Board of Commissioners meeting until March 10, 2015. 


 


After discussion with Commissioner Brown, Commissioner Coston offered the attached amendment to his Resolution 2015-03 that 


appeared on the February 26, 2015 Agenda.  Commissioner Brown is in full agreement with the amendments. 


 


A Final Form of Resolution 2015-03 is presented in the supporting materials, followed by a red-line version of the resolution and 


supplemental documents A-J. 


 


 


 


Adoption of Resolution 2015-03-  A Resolution on Transportation Funding Plans From the Georgia General Legislature.


Not Applicable.


Yes Thursday, February 26, 2015


Yes Yes


Not Applicable


Not Applicable Yes


Wednesday, March 4, 2015 Old Business
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1
 http://reason.org/files/21st_annual_highway_report.pdf 


2
 “Historic transit bill meets critics,” AJC, Jan. 31, 2015 


3
 Rep. David Stover, House District 71 at Fayette GOP, Feb. 17, 2015 (Stover is a signer on HB 170) 


4
 “Abolish the Gas Tax,” Wall Street Journal, Jan. 15, 2015; NOTE: The bill was dropped in the US House of 


Representatives on Feb. 4 by Rep. Earl Blumenauer to raise the gas tax by 15 cents 
5
 The Highway Trust Fund subsidizes transit in Boston, Chicago, New York, Philadelphia, San Francisco and 


Washington D.C. 
6
 “Abolish the Gas Tax,” Wall Street Journal, Jan. 15, 2015 


Final Form Revised by


Commissioners Coston/Brown


Final Form Revised by


Commissioners Coston/Brown
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7
 The HB 170 plan sets aside funding for transit by taxing alternative fuel vehicles 


8
 “A Streetcar Leaves Us Wanting,” Atlanta Magazine, Feb. 2015 


9
 http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/interstate/previousfacts.cfm 
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1
 http://reason.org/files/21st_annual_highway_report.pdf 


2
 HB 170 language 


3
 Rep. David Stover, House District 71 at Fayette GOP, Feb. 17, 2015 (Stover is a signer on HB 170) 


4
 “Poll: Most back gas tax hike,” AJC, Feb. 17, 2015; NOTE: One poll cited is by the Georgia Transportation 


Alliance made up of special interest groups like the Georgia Chamber of Commerce 
5
 “Historic transit bill meets critics,” AJC, Jan. 31, 2015 


Red-Line VersionRed-Line Version
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6
 “Abolish the Gas Tax,” Wall Street Journal, Jan. 15, 2015; NOTE: The bill was dropped in the US House of 


Representatives on Feb. 4 by Rep. Earl Blumenauer to raise the gas tax by 15 cents 
7
 The Highway Trust Fund subsidizes transit in Boston, Chicago, New York, Philadelphia, San Francisco and 


Washington D.C. 
8
 “Abolish the Gas Tax,” Wall Street Journal, Jan. 15, 2015 


9
 The HB 170 plan sets aside funding for transit by taxing alternative fuel vehicles 


10
 “A Streetcar Leaves Us Wanting,” Atlanta Magazine, Feb. 2015 


11
 http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/interstate/previousfacts.cfm 
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 “Cause of the Housing Bubble, Burst and Recession Revealed: It's Growth Management,” 


http://www.planetizen.com/node/41867 
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 “Georgia Banker Shows Road to Redemption for Failed-Bank CEOs,” American Banker, Jan. 7, 2014; 


http://www.privatebankofbuckhead.com/news/Clip%20-%20American%20Banker%20-%20Judy%20Turner.pdf 
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A public retreat by a sponsor of 
Georgia’s push for more 
transportation cash 
 AJC,  February 23, 2015 | Filed in: Georgia Legislature, Transportation.  


Even as House Republican leaders scour their caucus for votes for H.B. 170, at least 


one of their number has drifted into the “no” column. 


As our AJC colleague Aaron Gould Sheinin reported last week, the revised 


transportation bill didn’t land onFriday’s House calendar. That may have given 


opponents more time to regroup. 


 
State Rep. David Stover, R-Palmetto/Special 


Today we got word from state Rep. David Stover, R-Palmetto, that he’s taking his name 


off the list of sponsors because it amounts to a “$500 million tax increase.” 


House leaders are set to speak at an afternoon press conference. The topic will be tax 


reform, but they can expect some questions on this as well. From Stover’s Facebook 


post: 


As it currently stands, it would be a $500 million tax increase and I can not and will not 


support any such increase on the backs of our citizens. 6.1 billion gallons of gas and 


diesel are sold in Georgia each and every year. The increase would first, wipe out the 


state sales tax portion on fuel purchases, this is an offset. Second, it will move the total 


tax to $.292 / gallon on gasoline and $.33 / gallon on diesel fuel. This is only $.0108 / 
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gallon more than what we are all paying right now at the pump. The problem is that the 


local portion of the gasoline tax will remain. 


This amounts to $.0728 / gallon and that is the increase per gallon that each and every 


Georgian would be facing if this bill passes. I was told to put it into perspective, the 


increase amounts to about $86 per Georgia driver per year. This would not be an issue 


had we offset the tax burden on Georgian’s somewhere else. It may not be an issue had 


the budget included increased spending for transportation out of the general funds. 


If we, as a legislature, are going to ask our fellow citizens to pay more at the pump, then 


the state should be happy to drop some of its pet projects and dedicate more funding 


from the general fund towards transportation. The budget being presented to us this 


week did not even bother to move the 4th penny from the sale of motor fuel over to 


transportation. I cannot, and will not, support this bill in good conscience. 


Not surprisingly, Erick Erickson of Redstate.com has come out against H.B. 170 as well, 


with the words “massive” and “tax increase.”  From this afternoon’s post: 


The Republicans are structuring the gas tax so that all the money raised at the pump 


will go to the state. Currently, cities get some, counties get some, and the state gets 


some. Under the pending plan, 100% of the money will go to the state. They’re 


considering changing that slightly. 


But the net result will be the same. Every city and county in Georgia will be forced to 


raise new taxes to pay for roads and bridges. They’re operating the same way they are 


operating with Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA). Makes sense considering 


they’re using the Chamber of Commerce play book on both. 


With RFRA, they’ll gut it, then pass it and claim to have supported it all along. 







With transportation, they’ll pass it knowing it will force massive new taxes, but claim 


they did not vote for a tax increase. 
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Attached is the revised Resolution from Commissioner Brown for you to email to the other Commissioners for 


review and comment. 


 


Pota 


 


Sent from my iPhone 


 


Begin forwarded message: 


From: Steve Brown <CommissionerBrown@fayettecountyga.gov> 


Date: March 3, 2015 at 12:16:08 PM EST 


To: Pota Coston <pcoston@fayettecountyga.gov> 


Subject: Offered amendments to the resolution 
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Steven Rapson 


Fayette County  


County Manager 


srapson@fayettecountyga.gov 


770.305.5100 
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Hi Steve and Chuck,  


 


As you know the bill is changing daily below are a couple of points that have changed. 
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